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Housekeeping

●You have been muted but if you’d like to ask a 
questions, please type them into the chat box

●We are recording this webinar and it along with 
resources will be shared with attendees 



Personalized & Student-
Centered Learning 

Overview
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Why Personalized & 
Student-Centered 

Learning?
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COVID Response & Recovery
Students nationally 
have had massively 
different educational 
experiences the 
previous two years. A 
one-size-fits all system 
won’t meet their 
unique needs.

Personalization is 
essential in responding 
to the pandemic’s 
impact on children. 

* A pandemic related school disruption is defined as a school moving away 
from regular in-person instruction caused in some way by the pandemic
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Terms and Definitions



What It Is: Different Terms for Similar Ideas

• Personalized Learning

• Student-Centered Learning

• Competency-based Learning & Education

• Proficiency-based Learning

• Mastery-based Learning
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Engaging learning experiences 
customized to each student’s 

strengths, needs and interests. 

Personalized Learning
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Competency-Based Education 

Students advance to higher levels of learning 
when they demonstrate competency of concepts 

and skills regardless of time, place, or pace.



Adapted from the Aurora Institute

• Learner agency

• Timely, actionable assessments

• Customized learner supports

• Progression upon mastery

• Flexible learning paths

• Strategies and systems to ensure equity

• Rigorous academic and social-emotional
learning targets

What is Personalized, 
Competency-Based Learning?



Common State Policy Obstacles & Opportunities

• Seat Time/Hours of Instruction Policies

• Accountability & Assessment Systems

• Graduation Requirements 

• Funding Systems

• Connection to College & Career Opportunities 

• Educator Training



Recent Momentum Towards Personalized 
& Student-Centered Learning

At least….

• 10 states expanded flexibilities around evidence of learning

• 14 states are rethinking accountability & assessment systems

• 16 states expanded student support systems

• 12 states developed educator & technology capacity

Trending: task forces, study groups, expanded flexibilities, and 
innovation zones



Mapping State Trends Resources

https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/supporting-students-learning-policies-covid-19/
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/assessments-accountability-learning-states-covid-19/
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/evidence-learning-states-instructional-time-attendance-policies/
https://knowledgeworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/assessment-innovation-state-trends.pdf
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/strengthening-systems-states-rethinking-human-capital-systems-technology-infrastructure-covid-19/
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Chief Panel Conversation

Kirsten Baesler
North Dakota

Jason Glass
Kentucky

Molly Spearman
South Carolina
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Contact Us: 

Ryan MacDonald

Senior Program Associate

Council of Chief State School Officers 

Ryan.MacDonald@ccsso.org

Jon Alfuth
Director of State Policy
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AlfithJ@knowledgeworks.org
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